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“Empower Deaf women, eradicate hunger and poverty….” 

T he gospel of women empow-

erment has been preached 

for a long time in Zimbabwe. 

Some women have benefited due 

to proximity to the preacher. 

Those who are in the marginal 

areas such as rural areas have 

just heard of women empower-

ment thus if one is privileged to 

have a radio. However, to a Deaf 

woman, women empowerment 

issues have never existed in her 

life.   

 

Despite the significant progress 

made by the government to en-

sure more women in decision 

making position, most Deaf wom-

en do not knowledge or ability to 

exercise their rights.    Deaf wom-

en are living in poverty without 

any alternative livelihoods whilst 

their hearing counterparts have 

been graced to taste the empow-

erment programmes.       

 Inequality between people con-

tinues to persist and Deaf women 

and girls continue to face discrim-

ination in access to employment, 

economic opportunities and par-

ticipation in government. Dis-

crimination has undermined op-

portunities for Deaf women and it 

has denied them the ability to ful-

ly utilize their basic human 

rights.  

 

Zimbabwe is signatory to several 

conventions and treaties be inter-

nationally or regionally which 

promotes women empowerment, 

the most notably the Millennium 

Convention which has 8   devel-

opment goals. The Zimbabwean 

government precisely identified 

goal number 3 as a national pri-

ority which indicates the promo-

tion of gender equality and em-

powerment. In all this implemen-

tation, the Deaf woman has been 

forgotten. She cannot be identi-

fied as a beneficiary of govern-

ment programmes? It is time for 

our policy makers to think of Deaf 

women in their programmes.   

 

How can they be helped to find 

their way out of poverty when 

they are not being empowered? 

Women are the bedrock of any 

nation’s sustainable development.   

Resources should be channelled 

towards Deaf women to start self-

help projects and reach highest 

level of leadership in all areas.  

Empowering Deaf women as well 

break the cycle of poverty in the 

society.  



“Anything for us without us is against us…” 
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The above phrase has become 

a day to day statement for the 

Deaf youths who feel that they 

are being given a blind eye by 

the government.  The distribu-

tion pattern of youth empower-

ment fund has not been equita-

ble as Deaf youths have been 

side lined. The name Youth De-

velopment Fund is not known 

to the Deaf youths and there-

fore what they do not know 

they cannot access and enjoy.   

 

It is quite painful that there are 

no Deaf youths who have 

benefited from the Youth 

Fund since it started.  In 

the Ministry of Youths’ 

latest report on Youth De-

velopment fund for the 

period 2009-2013, 1 782 

youths had benefited. One 

would then questions are 

there any Deaf youths 

benefited from that num-

ber? 

 

Youth Forum, a non profit 

making organisation that seeks 

to enhance participation and 

empowerment of youths in poli-

cy dialogue and political deci-

sion making highlighted that 

every young Zimbabwean has a 

right to benefit from the fund.  

 

The Zimbabwean National 

Youth Policy clearly states that, 

there should be removal of bar-

riers to ensure access to capital 

by youths. The failure to ac-

quire youth fund is not be-

cause Deaf youths have no via-

ble business proposals, but 

there is information that is 

channelled to then.  

 

The Youth Fund is meant to 

benefit all Zimbabwean youths 

regardless of being disabled, 

race or creed. Deaf Youths have 

high rate of information defi-

ciency concerning the Youth 

Fund. It is ZYC‘s mandate to 

see that there is equitable dis-

semination of information 

about the youth development 

funding which supports youths 

empowerment initiatives.   

 

The Zimbabwe Youth Council 

says that there are District Of-

ficers in every district in Zim-

babwe who help less privileged 

people in writing proposals and 

disseminate information on the 

youth funding.  Can these dis-

trict officers use Sign language 

and explain to Deaf youth what 

Youth Fund is? Then how are 

these Deaf youths going to 

start own projects without cap-

ital? These are just questions 

that linger in one’s mind with-

out anyone to answer. 

 

This youth empowerment fund-

ing has not taken a meaning in 

the Deaf community context. 

Hence, they say that the Youth 

Fund which is for the youth is 

not taking into consideration 

the Deaf youths therefore, the 

whole idea of the youth fund is 

against the deaf. Given the op-

portunity, Deaf youths will be-

come successful business per-

sons. 

 

This youth empowerment funding has 

not taken a meaning in the Deaf commu-

nity context. Hence, they say that the 

Youth Fund which is for the youth is not 

taking into consideration the Deaf 

youths therefore, the whole idea of the 

youth fund is against the deaf . 
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Advocacy Training for Deaf youths in Zimbabwe   
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Education is a fundamental human right and essential for the exercise of all other human 

rights. It promotes individual liberty and empowerment. Yet a number of Deaf children and 

adults are denied quality education and high education remains a dream for the deaf youths.   

 

Education is the cornerstone of development.   Education improves access to job opportunities 

and if all children, regardless of their background and circumstances gain equal access to edu-

cation, poverty can be reduced with a higher rate at a family level. It is the government and civil 

organisation’s mandate to see that Deaf people receive quality education that will benefit them 

in future. 

 

In this regard, Deaf Zimbabwe Trust has opened a school for the Deaf which caters young Deaf 

children between the ages of 3-6 years. It is crucial for young Deaf children to have a language 

proficiency at a young age. Most parents are not sending their deaf children to school. This is a 

violation of their rights.  

To unlock the wider benefits of education, all children need the chance to complete not only pri-

mary  

school but also secondary school. And access to schooling is not enough on its own: education 

needs to be of good quality so that children actually learn. Given education’s transformative 

power, Deaf people increase their chances of getting jobs, staying healthy and participate fully 

in society. 

 

Education is a powerful tool by which economically and socially marginalized Deaf people can 

lift themselves out of poverty and participate fully as citizens. 

Education, a transformation tool 
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For any comments or further details please contact us on;  
 
 

 
 
 
            The Deaf Bulletin  
 12 victory avenue, Greendale  
 Harare 
 Zimbabwe  
 Mobile: +263 715 405 555,   +263 716 777 888,   www.deafzimbabwetrust.org ,  
 information@deafzimbabwetrust.org ,  Twitter handle is @DeafZimTrust 

The failure by ZBC TV to provide television captions or sign language interpreters denies the Deaf ac-

cess to information. 

DZT Caption It Campaign! 

Adapted from Caption It! New Zealand 

http://www.deafzimbabwetrust.org
mailto:information@deafzimbabwetrust.org

